THE 43RD LIGHT INFANTRY IN NEW ZEALAND

In 1853 this Regiment was stationed at Calcutta having been on foreign
carvice since 1851, first in Cape Colony and then in India, It saw service in
the Kafsr War znd in the Indian Mutinyg, On Bth October 1883 the Regiment
erabarked on the Lody Jocolyn for Mew Zealand. As it was under strength &
viraft was ordered from Engiand to meet the Regiment on arrival. The shig
called ar Madritius for batlast and was quarantined for six days with chaleraic
dizrrhoea. A regimental historion gives its embarkation strength as 850, bt
the report by the D.OMG,, M2 on itsarrival st Auckland an 11th December
1863, shaws its strength 33 being 9 companies made up a3 follows: 3 Field
Oificers, 2 Captains, 12 Subalierns, 4 Staff, 43 Sergeants, 18 Drommers,
35 Corporals, 550 Privates, 48 Women, 94 Children,’— a total of 809, There
were a number of deaths during the voyage and the explanation given by the
Medica! Gfficer, Or. A D Home, V.C. was “the effect or Indian constitutions
of chill resulting from change of climate”. Fifty two were admitied to
Auckland Haspital and the rest marched 2 miles to camp at Otahubu,

The Regiment was split inte many detachments and employed on redoubt
dury on the Greal Scuth Aoad; however by April 1864 it had regained its
efficieney and a large part of it was stationed in the Bay of Plenty. On 215t
April men of the 43rd ware engaged in 2 skirmish with the Maoris at Maketu,
about 16 miles east of Tauranga, in which four of their men were wounded,
About 300 menof the 43rd Light Infantry took part in the debacle of Gate Pa
on 29th Agril, On this occasion their casualties were as follows. Killed, Capt.
R.C. Glover, Capt. C.R. Mure, Capt. A.T. Hamiltan, Capi. A.E. Utierion,
Licut. €.J. Langlands and @ other ranks. Weounded, Lisut. Col. Booth [spine
and right arm, mortally}, Lisut, T.G.E. Glover {abdomen, mortally), Ensign
W, Clark {right arm, severe), Ensian S.P.T. Nicholl {scalp, slight], end 23 ather
ranks, fouer fatally.

On 21st June, the Magris were discovered in a line of entrenchments about
Fowr miles froin Gate Pa. Elements of the #2rd Light Infantry, the BBth Light
Infantey and the ist Wailkkaro Militia, were detailed 1o take thiz positian,
which was known 25 T= Ranga. Shorily after noon the attack was sounded
anel after gaining the trenches m light infaniry order the atrackers wears
heavily engaged in desperate hand 10 hand fighting with the Maoris. Eventually
the defenders fled leaving behind 123 dead or dying, and B wounded. Amang
the former wers fve chiefs and leading warriors of the Bay of Plenty. Mo less
than 24 of the attackers were Mentionsd in Despatches, and two wese
recommended for 1he Victorio Cross. One of theze was Capt. F.A. Smith of
the 43rd Light Infantry.

At Te Banga the 43rd suffered the following casuaities. Killed, 3 other
ramics, Wounded, Cant. F.&. Smith, Capt, H. Bemers, and 13 athar ranks,
Shortly after ihis battle the Taurznga Maoris made their peace with 1ne
British, and the 43rd Ligit tnfantiy weore removed 1o the Taranaki District
Here they were engaced @0 garmson duty with oceasional skirmizhes with the
Magris. With the introduction of the Colonial Government’s selfreliant
policy the British troops began o Jeave Mew Zealand, In March 1366 the
43rd Light infantry embarked for England after 13 years on foreign serice
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